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October 4

Lesson 5 (KJV)

A Renewed Covenant
Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 31:27–34
Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 

29:1–20; Joshua 23–24

Joshua 24:18–27

18 And the LORD drave out from 
before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; 
for he is our God.

19 And Joshua said unto the people, 
Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an 
holy God; he is a jealous God; he will 
not forgive your transgressions nor 
your sins.

20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve 
strange gods, then he will turn and do 
you hurt, and consume you, a!er that 
he hath done you good.

21 And the people said unto Joshua, 
Nay; but we will serve the LORD.

22 And Joshua said unto the people, 
Ye are witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the LORD, to 
serve him. And they said, We are wit-
nesses.

23 Now therefore put away, said he, 
the strange gods which are among you, 

and incline your heart unto the LORD
God of Israel.

24 And the people said unto Joshua, 
"e LORD our God will we serve, and 
his voice will we obey.

25 So Joshua made a covenant with 
the people that day, and set them a 
statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 And Joshua wrote these words in 
the book of the law of God, and took a 
great stone, and set it up there under 
an oak, that was by the sanctuary of 
the LORD.

27 And Joshua said unto all the peo-
ple, Behold, this stone shall be a wit-
ness unto us; for it hath heard all the 
words of the LORD which he spake unto 
us: it shall be therefore a witness unto 
you, lest ye deny your God.
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[Joshua said] Put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the 
flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the 
LORD.—Joshua 24:14b

Generations: From Canaan to 
Jerusalem

Unit 2: From Settled People to 
Judges

Lessons 5–8

Lesson Aims

A"er participating in this lesson, each 
learner will be able to:

1. Summarize Joshua’s warning and 
witness to Israel.

2. Compare the covenant commit-
ments made in Deuteronomy 29:1–20 and 
Joshua 24:18–27.

3. Make a plan to memorialize their 
commitment to God.

Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. Picking and Choosing
B. Lesson Context

I. He Is Our God (Joshua 24:18–24)
A. Divine Delivery (v. 18)

Spiritual Lessons in Soapy Water
B. Word of Warning (vv. 19–20)

C. Sworn to Serve (vv. 21–24)
Idolaters Anonymous?

II. We Give Our Witness (Joshua 
24:25–27)
A. Promise of Obedience (v. 25)
B. Stone of Accountability (vv. 

26–27)
Conclusion

A. We Will Serve the Lord
B. Prayer
C. !ought to Remember

How to Say It

Amorites Am-uh-rites

Canaanite Kay-nu-nite

Ebal Ee-bull

Gerizim Gair-ih-zeem or Guh-rye-zim

Shechem Shee-kem or Shek-em

Sihon Sigh-hun

Introduction

A. Picking and Choosing

“We go to the foreign doctors to cure 
our malaria,” the refugees told the mis-
sion staff. “But we go to the witch doctors 
if we have hepatitis or other problems.”

Having access to modern health care 
was new to these North African refugees. 
It came about a"er they had walked for 
days, fleeing war in their homeland. In 
the refugee camp, several aid organiza-
tions operated medical clinics. !e 
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refugees would let the foreign doctors 
diagnose them and give them medicine 
for certain health issues. Some refugees 
would then pay their traditional healers 
who practiced witchcra" for certain other 
ailments.

With options available, the refugees 
quickly tabulated the perceived success 
rate of each treatment option. Before 
long, they had decided under what cir-
cumstances they would go to the witch 
doctors or the foreign doctors.

!e Israelites under Joshua may have 
been tempted to employ similar syncretic 
tactics. “!e God of Abraham is good at 
wars, but Baal is good at crops,” they 
might decide. !ey could pick and choose 
which deity—real or imagined—to follow 
when.

But Joshua would have none of it. In 
his later years, Joshua forced them to 
choose. Would they serve God with all 
their hearts or not?

B. Lesson Context

By the time of the events in today’s 
lesson, the Israelites had defeated various 
coalitions of Canaanite kings (Joshua 
10:28–12:24). However, some parts of the 
land remained unconquered (13:1–5). 
Despite this fact, the Lord instructed 
Joshua to divide the land among the 

tribes of Israel (13:8–19:51). By allocating 
the land at this point in time, Joshua 
demonstrated his trust that God would 
continue to drive out the other nations 
and be faithful to His promises to the 
Israelites (see 23:4–5).

!e la#er half of the book of Joshua 
depicts his having become elderly (Joshua 
13:1; 23:1). We estimate that Joshua was 
near the age of 85 (14:10). !e land and 
the people were in a season of peace. !e 
elderly leader gathered the leaders of 
Israel for what some see as a final address. 
It may not have been all that “final” since 
Joshua lives to be age 110 (24:29)! In any 
case, this speech took place at Shechem in 
the central hill country of Palestine, situ-
ated between Mount Ebal and Mount 
Gerizim (compare Deuteronomy 
27:11–13; Joshua 8:30).

In this address, Joshua recounted the 
history of God’s provision, the Lord’s 
faithfulness, their deliverance from 
Egypt, and, ultimately, their victories in 
Canaan (Joshua 24:1–13). !is history 
lesson had a point: it encouraged the 
Israelites to revere God as their only Lord 
(24:14). !e address culminated in a 
covenant renewal ceremony, referring to 
the covenant established at Sinai (Exodus 
19–24; Deuteronomy 5–6).

I. He Is Our God
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(Joshua 24:18–24)

A. Divine Delivery (v. 18)

18. And the LORD drave out from 
before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; 
for he is our God.

Seven groups of people are acknowl-
edged to be foes to overcome in the con-
quest of the promised land (see the com-
plete listing in Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 
3:10; 24:11). Of these, the Amorites seem to 
be the most troublesome. And the book 
of Joshua uses the word Amorites more 
than any other book of the Bible.

During the time of the conquest, 
Amorites lived both east and west of the 
Jordan River. Before Joshua led the 
Israelites across that river to a"ack Jeri-
cho, Moses had led the Israelites to defeat 
two prominent Amorite kings, namely 
Sihon and Og (Numbers 21:21–35; com-
pare Joshua 2:10). However, even a#er 
that conquest was complete, there were 
five more Amorite kings to be defeated, 
west of the Jordan (10:1–27). Credit to the 
Lord for these victories predominates 
those accounts, as it does here. Sadly, 
Amorite spiritual pollution remains in 
parts of the land, posing a threat to 
Israel’s allegiance to God (Judges 6:10).

!e Israelites recognize the miraculous 

works of the Lord as a demonstration of 
His power. !ey follow Joshua’s example 
and commit to loyal obedience to the 
most powerful Lord and God (see Joshua 
24:15).
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B. Word of Warning (vv. 19–20)

19a. And Joshua said unto the peo-
ple, Ye cannot serve the LORD.

With the wisdom of his many years, 
elderly Joshua senses that the people of 
Israel do not fully grasp the nature of 
their promise. His response may seem 
harsh or out of place, but his warning that 
they cannot serve the Lord stems from his 
experience with them. Although they 
commit themselves to obedience to the 
Lord (example: Exodus 24:3, 7), their 
history shows that such commitment 
tends to be temporary (example: 32:1–6). 
!erefore, Joshua seems rightly con-
cerned that while the Israelites have the 
capacity to serve the Lord in obedience, 
their willingness to do so may diminish.

Joshua challenges the Israelites to 
deepen their devotion. Now is the time to 
make their faith solely in the one true 
God.

19b. For he is an holy God.
Joshua’s warning to the people comes 

from his knowledge of God’s distinct 
nature as contrasted with the pagan gods 
of the conquered nations. !e Bible o"en 
stresses God’s unique holiness in different 
ways. One way is in reference to His tran-
scendent nature; He alone stands apart 
from creation in the very essence of His 
being (1 Samuel 2:2; Revelation 15:4; etc.).

Another way to understand God’s holi-
ness is to understand it in terms of His 
complete separation from sin. God’s peo-
ple in both the Old Testament and New 
Testament eras are to strive for such holi-
ness themselves (Leviticus 11:44–45; 19:2; 
quoted in 1 Peter 1:15–16).

What Do You Think?
What steps will you take to pursue holi-

ness in light of your identity as one who 
belongs to a holy God?

Digging Deeper
What obstacles do you face in striving 

for holiness, and how can Scripture, 
prayer, and accountability help you over-

come them?

19c. He is a jealous God.
!e Old Testament describes the Lord 

as a jealous God in several other places 
(Exodus 20:5; 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24; 
5:9; 6:15; etc.). We may usually think of 
the words jealous and jealousy in negative 
terms, as in being envious of someone 
else and coveting what they have. But in 
God’s self-description, the words refer to 
being intolerant of rivals (compare 
32:15–16). !e Israelites would enjoy the 
blessings of the Lord so long as they 
remained faithful to Him and Him alone 
(Exodus 20:6).

19d. He will not forgive your trans-
gressions nor your sins.
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!is warning pertains to the condi-
tions in the Lord’s covenant with Israel. If 
the Israelites fail to comply with these 
conditions, the Lord will not simply for-
give them without consequence. Instead, 
He will hold them accountable for their 
transgressions and sins (see Exodus 34:7; 
Deuteronomy 28:15–68; Joshua 23:16).

20. If ye forsake the LORD, and serve 
strange gods, then he will turn and do 
you hurt, and consume you, a!er that 
he hath done you good.

!e ultimate purpose for God’s se"ing 
apart the promised land was to prepare 
the way for the Messiah (Deuteronomy 
18:15, quoted in Acts 3:19–23). In receiv-
ing the land, the ancient Israelites were to 
realize the necessity to live lives of holi-
ness (Leviticus 20:24, 26). Such lives 
would reflect their covenant relationship 
with the Lord (11:44–45; Deuteronomy 
7:6–11).

Should they forsake the Lord, abandon-
ing their covenant responsibilities and 
turning to the strange gods of the sur-
rounding nations, they would sever the 
very relationship that was to define them 
(Deuteronomy 8:19–20). Pagan gods 
might seem appealing, offering the illu-
sion of benefits such as fertile crops, 
abundant families, or national safety. 
However, such idolatry would defile the 

Israelites’ covenant with the Lord as it 
would violate His explicit command to 
worship Him alone (Exodus 20:3–5, 23; 
Deuteronomy 6:14–15).

If the Israelites choose to worship these 
pagan gods, the Lord will consume them 
with punishment and take away the good
blessings that He has given them (Joshua 
23:15; Deuteronomy 28:64). Such curses 
will include exile and dispersion among 
the nations (28:63).

C. Sworn to Serve (vv. 21–24)

21. And the people said unto Joshua, 
Nay; but we will serve the LORD.

In response to Joshua’s challenge, the 
people of Israel reaffirm their commit-
ment to the Lord. !e scene is reminiscent 
of an important event that occurred at 
Mount Sinai several decades earlier. 
!ere, the Lord established His covenant 
with the Israelites. During that occur-
rence, Moses read the book of the 
covenant to them, and they responded, 
“All that the LORD hath said will we do, 
and be obedient” (Exodus 24:7).

Another parallel is the previous 
covenant renewal ceremony at Mount 
Ebal (Joshua 8:30–35) as previously 
commanded by Moses (Deuteronomy 
11:26–32; 27:12–26). Joshua was likely 
present at these two events, so he has 
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heard the repeated promises of the peo-
ple!

22. And Joshua said unto the people, 
Ye are witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the LORD, to 
serve him. And they said, We are wit-
nesses.

!e concept of being a witness occurs 
more than one hundred times in the Old 
and New Testaments together. Many 
things are said to serve as witnesses 
against the peoples, including “heaven 
and earth” (Deuteronomy 30:19), the 
“book of the law” (31:26), a 
“stone” (Joshua 24:27, below), and the 
Lord Himself (Jeremiah 42:5). !e con-
cept is so vital that in several places Scrip-
ture points out the impact, motives, or 
destiny of false witnesses (examples: 
Deuteronomy 19:17–21; Proverbs 19:9; 
Acts 6:12–14; 1 Corinthians 15:13–17).

In this case, Joshua does not call upon 
an external witness. Instead, he appoints 
the people themselves as witnesses against
their own testimony. If they turn away 
from the Lord and start worshiping other 
gods, they will be their own accusers. As 
such, they will face the consequences that 
Joshua stated in Joshua 24:20, above. !e 
people agree to the stated terms, declar-
ing, “We are witnesses.”

23a. Now therefore put away, said he, 

the strange gods which are among you.
Joshua’s command reveals that idola-

try is still present among the Israelites, 
and its continued presence poses a seri-
ous threat to their spiritual health. !is 
had been an issue in the past and contin-
ues to be an enduring problem, given 
how the Old Testament people were 
inclined to follow strange gods (here and 
Genesis 35:2, 4; Deuteronomy 31:16; 
32:16; Joshua 24:20; Judges 10:16; 1 
Samuel 7:3; 2 Chronicles 33:15; Jeremiah 
5:19; etc.).

What Do You Think?
What are the false gods of contempo-

rary culture that compete for our loyalty 
to the Lord?

Digging Deeper
What practices help believers resist the 

temptation to follow these gods?

23b. And incline your heart unto the 
LORD God of Israel.

!e negative thing to stop doing now 
gives way to the positive thing to start 
doing. !e necessity of properly a"uned 
hearts is also expressed in 1 Kings 8:58
and Psalm 119:36. !is refers to a person’s 
total submission to the authority and 
guidance of the Lord God of Israel.

What Do You Think?
Why is it sometimes difficult to fully 

surrender one’s heart to God, even after 
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professing faith in Him?
Digging Deeper

What habits and practices help you 

soften your heart more fully to God?

Idolaters Anonymous?

Both men admi"ed to being hopeless 
drunks. So they set a goal to stay sober 
and help others overcome addiction to 
alcohol. !us was born Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA), founded in 1935 by two 
alcoholics—one a New York stockbroker, 
the other an Ohio surgeon. Today, there 
are over two million AA members in 
about 180 countries.

!e success of AA has led to the found-
ing of other “anonymous” groups. !ese 
groups are for drug addicts, compulsive 
shoppers, and even those who cannot 
seem to control their use of profanity! 
!e literature of these “anonymous” 
groups o#en recognizes that the source 
of the cure is a higher power. !at may be 
a li"le vague for those who think the ref-
erence should be specifically to God.

Visual for Lesson 5. Display this visual at the close of 

class as you ask volunteers to share how they put God 

first.

But what if you could start a movement 
that would head off alcoholism before it 
even got started in a person? It would not 
be far off the mark to state that God was, 
in effect, trying to start an “Idolaters 
Anonymous” movement to prevent idola-
try before it could get a toehold. God 
knew the enticing power that idolatry 
would have on the Israelites. God also 
knows the seductive power of idols yet 
today. Such idols need not be of a physical 
variety, as we see in 1 Kings 12:28–30 and 
Isaiah 44:12–20. !e more dangerous and 
challenging to recognize are idols of the 
heart (Ezekiel 14:3–4, 7). What early 
warning system can you put in place to 
avoid this sin?

—CRB

24. And the people said unto Joshua, 
!e LORD our God will we serve, and 
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his voice will we obey.
!is is the third time the people express 

the desire to serve the Lord (compare 
Joshua 24:18, 21, above). It is easy to give 
allegiance to the Lord as one goes along 
with a crowd of people who are doing so. 
But it is much more challenging to trans-
late that pledge into everyday actions and 
choices that align with that professed 
allegiance.

II. We Give Our Witness
(Joshua 24:25–27)

A. Promise of Obedience (v. 25)

25. So Joshua made a covenant with 
the people that day, and set them a 
statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

At Shechem (see Lesson Context), the 
Israelites have commi"ed three times to 
serve the Lord and have agreed to bear 
witness against themselves should they 
fail to uphold this commitment. Joshua
holds them accountable to these prom-
ises. He does so by reaffirming the earlier 
covenant made at Mount Sinai during the 
leadership of Moses (Exodus 19–24). !at 
initial covenant was first reaffirmed as 
the Israelites prepared to enter the 
promised land (Deuteronomy 29). Now 
that they have se"led in the land, Joshua 
leads them in renewing that covenant, 
highlighting the continuity in their rela-

tionship with the Lord across the genera-
tions.

!e text does not provide details 
regarding the specific content of the 
statute and ordinance. !e two underlying 
Hebrew words occur in the Old Testa-
ment several dozen times in their plural 
form but only five times in singular form 
(here and in Exodus 15:25; 1 Samuel 
30:25; Ezra 7:10; Psalm 81:4). Joshua is 
not modifying or changing God’s earlier 
covenant law. Instead, he calls the people 
to recommit to what has already been 
promised—to serve and worship the Lord 
God alone.

What Do You Think?
How can we make our faith commit-

ments more intentional and account-

able in public and private ways?

Digging Deeper
In what ways might you create a physi-

cal memorial to the faithfulness of God 

and your commitment to Him?

B. Stone of Accountability (vv. 26–27)

26a. And Joshua wrote these words 
in the book of the law of God.

Scripture rarely uses the description 
the book of the law of God (Nehemiah 8:8, 
18; 9:3). In those instances, it may refer to 
the entirety of the Law of Moses. Another 
possibility is that it is an early form of the 
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book of Deuteronomy (compare Joshua 
1:8; 23:6). A third possibility is that it is a 
distinct document recording God’s histor-
ical dealings with the Israelites. In either 
case, by writing these words in a book, 
future generations of Israelites will have a 
record of the promises their ancestors 
made to worship and obey God alone.

26b. And took a great stone, and set 
it up there under an oak, that was by 
the sanctuary of the LORD.

Joshua sets up a great stone as a physical 
reminder of the people’s promises to the 
Lord. !is act follows the tradition of 
establishing physical memorials. !ese 
o"en mark significant encounters with 
the Lord (compare Genesis 28:18–22; 
Joshua 4:1–9; see Lesson 2).

Since the time of Abraham, large oak
trees have been present in Shechem 
(Genesis 12:6; 35:4). Ancient people o"en 
viewed groves of trees as sanctuaries 
where gods resided. However, in this 
instance, the sanctuary of the Lord likely 
refers to the tabernacle that had been 
erected near a specific oak tree. !e stone 
will be a silent but enduring witness to 
the covenant promises the Israelites reaf-
firmed.

What Do You Think?
What visible or tangible spiritual 

reminders have helped anchor your 

journey of faith?
Digging Deeper

How will you share these reminders 

with others?

What Do You Think?
What visible or tangible spiritual 

reminders have helped anchor your 

journey of faith?
Digging Deeper

How will you share these reminders 

with others?

27. And Joshua said unto all the 
people, Behold, this stone shall be a 
witness unto us; for it hath heard all 
the words of the LORD which he spake 
unto us: it shall be therefore a witness 
unto you, lest ye deny your God.

!ese are the last recorded words of 
Joshua before his death at age 110 (Joshua 
24:29; Judges 2:8). His declaration fore-
shadows the sobering realities that the 
Israelites will face. !ey would experi-
ence prosperity and peace due to their 
obedience to the Lord (Joshua 24:31; 
Judges 2:6). However, their commitment 
is short-lived. Even though they had 
sworn loyalty to the Lord … God, they will 
soon be seduced by the worship of pagan 
gods. !ey will break their covenant 
promises, fail to worship the Lord God, 
and deny Him as God (2:6–13; see Lesson 
6).

As promising as the conclusion to the 
book of Joshua is, the conclusion to the 
book of Judges is disheartening: “In those 
days there was no king in Israel: every 
man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Judges 21:25). For the most part, 
the Israelites refuse to obey the Lord and 
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the Israelites refuse to obey the Lord and 
accept the blessings.

Conclusion

A. We Will Serve the Lord

Notably, the names Joshua and Jesus
come from the same Hebrew verb, mean-
ing “to save.” Joshua brought the 
Israelites into the promised land of 
Canaan. Jesus, the “captain of [our] salva-
tion” (Hebrews 2:10), leads us toward our 
promised land of eternal life with God. 
And as one ponders Joshua’s words and 
the commitment to the Lord that he 
called for, it is not difficult to recognize 
similarities to Jesus’ teaching about what 
is required to be His disciple (Luke 
14:25–33).

For us to express commitment to serv-
ing God means we will honor Jesus as 
Lord and demonstrate that commitment 
by serving Him faithfully. Like Joshua’s 
audience, we too must reject the “gods” 
that threaten to undermine that com-
mitment. !ose gods to us are not likely 
to be statues or images of pagan deities 
but rather devotion to pursuits—status, 
wealth, prestige, and comfort—that 
undermine our commitment to the Lord. 
We are all guilty of that at times. How do 
we recognize those times?

B. Prayer

Lord God, You have shown us mercy 
and revealed Your salvation through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Forgive us for the times 
we have failed to honor You as our sover-
eign Lord and God. Expose the false gods 
that threaten to undermine our commit-
ment to You. Help us be a#entive to the 
Holy Spirit’s leading to incline our hearts 
toward You alone. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

C. !ought to Remember

Choose this day who you will serve.
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